





THE HOME OF THE CHILDREN’S CENTRE

THE Centre -believes that for this work to be done
with success not only is a technically trained staff
essential but also that the building in which the work
is done should be properly adapted and equipped. All
testing of the kind designed to bring out the child’s
inherent qualities and the use he is putting them to
is carried out in the children’s floor of playrooms to
which no adult comes other than those of the staff
working with the children. Two of these rooms have
special, though simple, plumbing arrangements which
“allow of unrestricted play with water and mess. All
children love playing with water and one of these
rooms is fitted with hoses, sinks and water toys, to
make unlimited water play possible. In the other, the
mess room, children can carry out all the experiments
they yearn for, and plaster the walls with lurid
drawings, and in a few moments all mess can be

cleaned with a hosepipe.

Other facilities include a small house, solid
enough for climbing and rough play, a miniature
shop, an acting chest and simple gymnastic apparatus

with space for acting and group activity, a quiet room,

and much material to enable children to express

interior thoughts and feelings.

The Centre is also a training department for men
and women, both medical and lay. who wish to take
up the work of child psycho-therapy,. and on another
floor are the library, the students’ common room and

~ the records room. Everything that a child does during
his twice or thrice weekly hour’s visit to the Centre is
clinical material and is recorded in his own case sheet.
These records form the basis of clinical instruction

and research. ¥,

* DESIGNS SHOWING IMPROVEMENT
. WOTH TREATMENT
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MOSAIC TEST
The designs reveal the mental language of the child.

LIKE CAVE MEN

All children like drawing on walls. If the desire is given a chance
of expression in the right place, it doesn’t appear in the wrong!




- o ity it it

) ' EXpr
oVE “XPER
LDREN LUP Wity “JMENTS
CHIRESSING ;
(l('. Uf
i siom Collogy;

e vers ol °Clin,

i own Gret® J i
1::!:501 2 them ”bo;:l.ngm

Wild animals stalk among the traffic; they
have not escaped from the Zoo, but stand to
the children for the rush of uncontrollable
fears and rages that Life provokes in them,



ILLUSTRATIVE CASES

BOY. Aged 13. Was referred for theft of bicycle, truancy from

home and unmanageableness at school. He associated

with gangs. Also suffered from enuresis.

W hat is this place, Mummy ?

The family lived in a bad district to which they
felt superior. The father had been out of work for
some time and the family were in debt. The boy was

one of five.

We found that the boy had not sufficient outlet
for his boyish desire to be noisy, for his mechanical

sense, and that he was sullen and hopeless about his

-

enuresis. He was given five months’ treatment at the
Institute and was then sent away from home for a

short period to get him away from the gangs and to

avoid a court case in which he was involved.
- After further treatment at the Institute he got a
job, and has since given full satisfaction, his

_symptoms having quite cleared up.

GIRL. Aged 123. Was brought to us suff'ering from nervousness,

sleep walking and night terrors, nervous dyspepsia

\1 ‘and debility. At school was of average ability but
, . isolated and inclined to be mischievous; her concen-
j tration was poor.

She was second of four; the two younger were

stepsisters. Her family were of the artisan class.

After 30 attendances the school report was that
she was now full of self-confidence and had quite got

LIFE LOOKS
BRIGHTER

After an afternoon
at the Institute.
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over her nervousness. She excelled at the gym club,
went swimming and had won a certificate for life
saving. She was bright and cheery and acquired a
close friend.










