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sessions in schools
Introduction
Children think in action.

At the age of entering school, children are unable to focus for long on one subject; but it
is natural for them to perceive several aspects of any given object at the same time;
children respond to the world around them with a natural curiosity, they want to explore
with all their senses, to construct, to take to pieces, to compare and to experiment.

Children do not use ‘words’ as tools for thought till much later, but they ‘think’ with the
objects they handle just as later they will use logical thought to solve a given problem.

Poleidoblocs are designed to meet children just as they are when entering school and to
go with them throughout school life. ‘Learning’ is something quite different from
memorising. Children ‘learn’ in their own way: Poleidoblocs make it possible for them to
combine several functions at the same time, focussed at a single point: while they work
they acquire knowledge i.e. they learn.

In Infant classes children should be given opportunity for Free Construction sessions
during actual school hours, for 2 — 3 terms before the teacher begins to utilise the
knowledge the children have gained through Free Construction for actual teaching.

For Junior classes and upwards Poleidoblocs G should always be taken first. And worked
with for at least one term. Poleidoblocs A can then be introduced and used until some

familiarity with them has been gained.

Use of G. and A. then alternate; the teacher deciding on the rhythm according to the
children’s response. It should also be left to the teacher to decide how many Free
Construction sessions the class and the individual child should be given before
Poleidoblocs are used in actual teaching.

Introduction to the class

The full box should first be demonstrated to the whole class, the teacher removing the
lid, and showing the children how nicely the blocks fit into the box, making a nice pattern.
That is how they always have to go back after use.

The teacher should then in her/his own words say that these blocks are something quite
different from ordinary building bricks; they come in different colours and different
shapes (take one block of each kind out of the box and place them on the table in front of
the box); explain that the blocks fit together in certain ways which the children
themselves are going to find out, and that many different things can be made with them.



Theya re nice to touch and must be handled carefully; they are made especially for
schools, so they are not playthings; each of the children will get their turn to use them.

The teacher then puts the blocks back into the box, each in its proper place, slowly and
carefully, so that the children get the feeling of careful handling.

Administration
Free construction with Poleidoblocs should be part of ordinary classroom routine.

Two children a day should be selected to work with the blocks, at any time during school
hours, when the rest of the class needs less attention.

Each child should work with a complete set and should be seated so that he cannot
observe what the other child is doing.

The contents of one box of Poleidoblocs G should be placed in a casual heap on the table
in front of each child, and the box removed; the teacher should say to the children,

“Now make with these whatever you like
and tell me when you have finished”.

The two children should then be left to carry on by themselves.

Time limit should be around 20 minutes, but if a child has been long in getting started and
is inthe process of finishing his construction, he should be allowed to do so, but the time
should be never more than 2 hour in all.

If a child has not completed anything within this time, he will not that day be able to do
so; many finish in less than the given time.

While the children are working, the teacher should devote as much time as can be spared
to observe the way in which each child works in order to be able to fill in the Record Form.

When a child as finished, it is the teacher’s task to find out what the child has intended
to make, if anything. The teacher should avoid leading questions, and say something like,
“this looks very interesting, would you like to tell me about it?”

Some children may feel that a certain response may be expected of them, being ‘school
work’ (a ‘right’ or ‘wrong’ response); it is the teacher’s task to reassure any children who
seem to feel like that; tell them it is a ‘making-things-time’ and a ‘finding-out-time’.

Take time enough to talk to the child about his work, so he feels it to be important.

The blocks should then be put back into the box in the correct order; most children like
doing this.

By having two children working with the blocks each day the whole class should be
covered in about a month’s time; then start again in the same order till they have all made



six-seven responses recorded on the Forms. It might be advisable to select one girl and
one boy working at the same time, when possible and to make a different combination of
the two children selected as the next ‘round’ starts.

Record Forms
One Record Form for each child.

1. Information aboutthe child and the teacher’s comments, if any (for instance slow,
backward, unable to concentrate, bright, quick etc. in regard to other subjects).

2. Date of session.

3. Attitude at beginning and end of session should be noted.

4. Some children start sorting the blocks; if so this should be noted and described
on the back of the Form.

5. Type of construction according to its overall shape; some move blocks about;
others experiment with how many of these go to make this, etc.

6. Final result. Objects include everything given a name; external scenes may be
towns, villages, gardens, stations, rocket sites etc; interior scenes include
anything inside a building, rooms with furniture/people, stable with horses,
garages with cars etc; phantasy anything non-realistic. Abstract includes
everything not given a name; asymmetry may be intentional; amorphous means
anything without a ‘gestalt’.

The mode of construction is indicated in the next three columns; a story may be
related, please record on back of the Form.

7. The teacher’s estimate should be based on his/her view of the completed
structure, regardless of the child’s ability in other subjects.

8. Name of structure if given by the child and short description.

9. Any questions made by the child during his session concerning the blocks should
be answered by the teacher and the questions recorded on the back of the Form.

Ask the child if he likes what he has done; (some say No).
10.Time taken.

All queries from section 3 — 7 inclusive and first column of section 9 should be marked
with a tick in the relevant column.

It is important to record the children’s remarks while at work if they are relevant to what
they are doing.

Please remember to indicate on the Record Form whether G. or A. blocks are used.
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CONSTRUCTIONS NAMED

Analysed into categories.

Group responses (Blaby 1961)
houses,(one with 2 wells)
bungalows

churches

shops

farms (one with rockets in)
garages (one with rockets in)
petrol station

power station

engine shed

cinema

shelter and stop (bus?)

sthble

garden

bull hut

pigsties (one with outside)
chimneys (one smoking in top of tower)
old building bombed down

castles

‘Japanese' forts

sentry boxes (with with a bridge)

towers (1 with bridge under, 2 Blackpool)
wells fixed together

tunnels

roads (2 with shops)
trains

railway stations

bridges (1 with houses, 4 with train shed)
steam rollers

lorries §1 with fireworks)
car

ships/boats (1 ‘'police')
Japanese warships
torpedoes (3 with houses)
1ift with 'things' on.

slides

roundabout

seesaw

Toyland town

ice cream trolley
record players

shute

mousetrap

daddy's tool box
daddy's sand castle.

rockets (with with bricks)
rocket stations

'Christmas' house
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Analysed into categories.
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Group responses (Blaby 1961)
- ——
houses

bungalows

churches

factory

shops (1 with stairs and
farms

garages

cafes with toilets
flowers in garden
'little town)

station

bus stop/shelters
platform

chimney

stables (1 with houses)
people/house and tower
path

birds and fowl bouses
caravan

pigsty

Jjail

'mummy writing'

1l dentists surgery with 3 rooms

toilet)

castles and palaces (1 big and 2 baby castles)
towers

yard containing sheds,house, a well,floor boards
and walled garden

tunnels

trains

bridges

cars

fire engine

bus

army jeep

bicycle

boars/ships

1lift with 'things' on

rockets (3 with toilets, 3 with houses)

record players
dustbin

bomb

toad stoows
crab

'Christmas' house
Santa Claus reindeer




